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Il Shri Param Krupalu Devay Namah Il

YUVA TIMES

Hame Jeena Sikha Diya
Inspired by PUJYA ATMANANDJI

(_ ALEXANDER AND DIOGENES )

Now when Alexander [the Great] appeared before the Greek leaders in Corinth
they greeted him warmly and paid him lavish compliments- all of them, that is but
one. A funny fellow, a philosopher named Diogenes. He had views like those of the
Buddha. According to him, possessions and all the things we think we need only
serve to distract us and get in the way of our simple enjoyment of life. So he had
given away everything he owned and now sat, almost naked, in a barrel in the market
square in Corinth where he lived, free and independent like a stray dog.

Curious to meet this strange fellow, Alexander went to call on him. Dressed in
shining armour, the plume on his helmet waving in the breeze, he walked up to the
barrel and said to Diogenes: ‘I like you. Let me know your wish and | shall grant it.
Diogenes, who had until then been comfortably sunning himself, replied: ‘Indeed,
Sire, I have a wish.” ‘Well, what is it?’ ‘Your shadow has fallen over me: stand a little
less between me and the sun.” Alexander is said to have been so struck by this that he
said: ‘If I weren’t Alexander, | should like to be Diogenes.’

What is it to be a good citizen?

= It is to acknowledge the other person’s rights before asserting your own, but
always to be conscious of your own.

e Itis to be free in thought and deed, but it is to know that your freedom is subject
to the other person’s freedom.

e It is to create the useful and the beautiful with your own hands, and to admire
what others have created in love and with faith.

e It is to produce wealth by labor and only by labor, and to spend less than you
have produced that your children may not be dependent on the state for support
when you are no more.

I have no enemies, O God, but if | am to have an enemy
let his strength be equal to mine - That truth alone may be the victor.

(_ LEARNING FROM MISTAKES )

Thomas Edison tried two thousand different materials in search of a filament for
the light bulb. When none worked satisfactorily, his assistant complained, “All our
work is in vain. We have learned nothing.”

Edison replied very confidently, “Oh, we have come a long way and we have
learned a lot. We know that there are two thousand elements which we cannot use to
make a good light bulb.”

Moral: We can also learn from our mistakes.
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