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Il Shri Param Krupalu Devay Namah ||

YUVATIMES

Hame Jeena Sikha Diya
Inspired by PUJYA ATMANANDJI

(GIVE TIME TO OUR FAMILY )

I was married for 21 years. I stayed in a nuclear family which included me, my
wife and my 2 children. My mother use to stay alone.

After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me to take another woman out to
dinner and a movie. She said, "I love you, but I know this other woman loves you
and would love to spend some time with you.”

The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit was my MOTHER, who has been
a widow for 19 years, but the demands of my work and my two children had made
it possible to visit her only occasionally. That night I called my mother to invite her
for dinner and a movie. "What's wrong, are you well?” she asked.

My mother is the type of woman who suspects that a late night call or a surprise
invitation is a sign of bad news. "I thought that it would be pleasant to spend
some time with you,” I responded. “Just the two of us.” She thought about it for a
moment, and then said, “I would like that very much.”

That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up I was a bit nervous. When I
arrived at her house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous about our
date. She waited in the door with her coat on. She had curled her hair and was
wearing the dress that she had worn to celebrate her last wedding anniversary.
She smiled from a face that was as radiant as an angel’s. I told my friends that I
was going to go out with my son, and they were impressed,” she said, as she got
into the car. “They can’t wait to hear about our meeting.”

We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice and cozy. My
mother took my arm as if she were the First Lady. After we sat down, I had to read
the menu. Her eyes could only read large print. Half way through the entries, 1
lifted my eyes and saw Mom sitting there staring at me. A nostalgic smile was on
her lips. "It was I who used to have to read the menu when you were small,” she
said. “Then it's time that you relax and let me return the favor,” I responded.
During the dinner, we had an agreeable conversation — nothing extraordinary but
catching up on recent events of each other’s life. We talked so much that we
missed the movie. As we arrived at her house later, she said, “I'll go out with you
again, but only if you let me invite you.” I agreed.

“How was your dinner date?” asked my wife when I got home. “Very nice. Much
more so than I could have imagined,” I answered.

mlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllrécalﬁqﬁi*i*ﬂléiﬂa-io‘l‘ll




A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart attack. It happened so
suddenly that I didn‘t have a chance to do anything for her. Sometime later, I
received an envelope with a copy of a restaurant receipt from the same place
mother and I had dined. An attached note said: "I paid this bill in advance. I
wasn’t sure that I could be there; but nevertheless, I paid for two plates - one for
you and the other for your wife. You will never know what that night meant for
me. I love you, son.”

At that moment, I understood the importance of saying in time: "I LOVE YOU” and
to give our loved ones the time that they deserve. Nothing in life is more important
than your family. Give them the time they deserve, because these things cannot
be put off till “some other time.”

(' THE ELEPHANT ROPE )

As a man was passing the elephants, he suddenly stopped, confused by the fact
that these huge creatures were being held by only a small rope tied to their front
leg. No chains, no cages. It was obvious that the elephants could, at anytime,
break away from their bonds but for some reason, they did not.

He saw a trainer nearby and asked why these animals just stood there and made
no attempt to get away. "Well,” trainer said, “when they are very young and much
smaller we use the same size rope to tie them and, at that age, it's enough to hold
them. As they grow up, they are conditioned to believe they cannot break away.
They believe the rope can still hold them, so they never try to break free.”

The man was amazed. These animals could at any time break free from their
bonds but because they believed they couldn’t, they were stuck right where they
were.

Like the elephants, how many of us go through life hanging onto a belief that we
cannot do something, simply because we failed at it once before?

Failure is part of learning; we should never give up the struggle in life.

(' LOVEINACTION )

One night a man came to our house and told me, “There is a family with eight
children. They have not eaten for days,” I took some food and I went. When 1
finally came to the family, I saw the faces of those little children disfigured by
hunger. There was no sorrow or sadness in their faces, just the deep pain of
hunger. I gave the rice to the mother. She divided it in two, and went out, carrying
half the rice with her. When she came back, I asked her, *“Where did you go?” She
gave me this simple answer, “To my neighbors-they are hungry also.”

I was not surprised that she gave-because poor people are generous. But I was
surprised that she knew they were hungry. As a rule, when we are suffering, we
are so focused on ourselves we have no time for others. Shouldn’t we learn from
this?
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:CDIWALI | NEW YEAR GREETINGS BOOKLET IN ENGLISH):

This year, we are coming out with a 40 page booklet in English (similar to
Diwali Pustika being published in Gujarati) as a unique alternative to the usual
costly Greeting Cards and will be useful for both Diwali as well New Year 2012
greetings. With colour title page, it will contain inspiring incidents, quotes and
thought-provoking articles from well-known personalities of the world giving
us the right perspective to our daily life. We are sure, receiving Greetings in
this unique way, will be highly appreciated by your relatives, friends and
clientele. Its price is only Rs.6/- including the cost of envelope, ex-Ahmedabad.
For your orders (with quantity required), please contact:

Ms. Neha (Koba Ashram) at 079-23276219 /483 / 484 [/ or /
Shri Ashok P. Shah at 09833953337 / or /
email to srask@rediffmail.com with copy to ashok.koba@gmail.com

Note: An electronic copy of the booklet (in pdf format) can be sent by
email on request to above email address for perusal before placing the order.
(" R
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